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This Update CD is a community sourced collection of official Microsoft updates, security patches and hotfixes for Windows Millennium Edition, including:

	
	An interactive, automatic installer for 97 separate updates, 
	security patches and hotfixes, including the System Restore
	Update, Windows Installer 2.0, Data Access Components 2.8 SP1
	and Jet Database Engine 4.0 SP8.

	Options to update preinstalled Windows components to Internet
	Explorer 5.5 SP2 and Windows Media Player 7.1 during the
	installation process, along with installing updates and 
	security patches for each.

	A collection of recommended and optional component updates for
	Windows Me, including Internet Explorer 6.0, DirectX 8.2 and
	9.0c, and .NET and Visual C++ runtimes, along with several
	others to install as needed.


This CD has specifically been compiled to include only official, unmodified updates and patches as they were originally released by Microsoft, and excludes unofficial updates, third-party utilities, and UI enhancements. (These can however be installed separately later, should you choose to do so.)



# HOW TO USE

Launch INSTALL.BAT from within the UPDATES folder and follow the on-screen instructions.

Your computer will restart several times during installation. After each restart, the installer will relaunch and resume installing updates until the installation process is complete. If the installer does not resume, launch INSTALL again to continue installing updates.

Some updates require additional information during installation so they can configure your computer accordingly. Read any information carefully as it is being presented to you, and choose any options you wish to install.



# AFTER INSTALLATION

After the installation has completed, it is recommended that you check the UPDATES\OPTIONS folder and see if any optional updates and hotfixes are needed for your particular system.


	If your computer contains hardware components or specifications
	newer than Windows Me was originally designed for, it is highly
	recommended that you also review the PATCHES folder and install 
	any patches needed to support your hardware configuration.


Additionally, you can choose to install any of the Windows Components updates from the COMPONENTS folder if your system or software requires them. (Such as DirectX 8.2, which is required for running many common games.)



# QUESTIONS

Q) How can I check that specific updates were installed?

A) You can check the Microsoft Update Information Tool for information about the installed updates by running QFECHECK from the Start > Run dialog. Please note that it does not include information about all of the updates this compilation installs, only ones that Microsoft has chosen to enter into the Update Information Tool's records.


Q) Why does the automatic installer include Internet Explorer 5.5 SP2 and Windows Media Player 7.1 by default?

A) Internet Explorer 5.5 and Windows Media Player 7 are included with Windows Millennium Edition, so these installers are not installing any additional components. Instead, they're updating preinstalled Windows components to their latest versions.


Q) Why not install Internet Explorer 6.0 and Windows Media Player 9?

A) To provide a choice to the user about which components they would like to install. While Internet Explorer 5.5 SP2 and Windows Media Player 7.1 are simply updates of preinstalled Windows components, Internet Explorer 6.0 and Windows Media Player 9 are major upgrades of these components, differing in appearance and functionality. The user can choose to install these from the COMPONENTS folder after install if they wish to perform these upgrades.


Q) Why are some Internet Explorer updates being installed even though I chose to not install Internet Explorer 5.5 SP2?

A) Some Internet Explorer updates are included to address issues and security vulnerabilities in the preinstalled version of Internet Explorer 5.5 bundled with Windows Me, even if Service Pack 2 isn't installed.


Q) During installation, some updates install files that are then overwritten with later versions by later updates anyway. Why install these older updates, and not just the latest ones?

A) Earlier installers may contain files in addition to the ones replaced by later updates, and only installing the latest update would miss these files. For example, an update may include three files:

	A.DLL	4.90.3001
	B.DLL	4.90.3001
	C.DLL	4.90.3001

And a later update contains the following files:

	A.DLL	4.90.3002
	B.DLL	4.90.3002

Only installing the later update misses the update to C.DLL included in the earlier package.

Additionally, installing both the earlier and later versions of an update ensure that both are recorded in the Update Information Tool (QFECHECK).



# KNOWN ISSUES

On some computers, the installation process may hang or get stuck on a particular update, requiring the installation script to be quit and re-run a second time. To mitigate this issue, it is recommended that the UPDATES folder be copied to the hard drive before starting the install process, to avoid the possibility of read errors or performance issues impacting the installation while running from CDROM.


The current directory in MS-DOS must be switched to the UPDATES folder in order for INSTALL to locate each update package correctly. Windows Explorer automatically sets the current directory to the UPDATES folder when launching the installer by double-clicking INSTALL.BAT, however when launching INSTALL from within an MS-DOS Prompt, the working directory must be changed to the UPDATES folder before launching the installer:

	CD PATH\TO\UPDATES
	INSTALL



# SPECIAL THANKS

The updates included on this CD were sourced from MDGx (mdgx.com) and MSFN (msfn.org), the Internet Archive (archive.org), Microsoft TechNet (technet.microsoft.com) and Windows Update.

ASET.EXE, by Richard Breuer (c) 1992,1993. Sets variables and paths used by the installer.

BOX.COM, by Roedy Green (c) 1993 Canadian Mind Products. Used by the installer for producing clear, easy to read titles for information requiring user attention.

CHANGE.EXE, by Bruce Guthrie (c) 2002 U.S. Dept of Commerce. Used by the installer for replacing variables with system-specific values and preparing files for installation.

All Windows 9x patches included in the PATCHES folder developed by Rudolph R. Loew (C) 2003-2019.


